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PRESS RELEASE




         FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT: Joanna Poses, (215) 756-1369

The Medical Film Symposium will take place in Philadelphia, PA from January 20-23, 2010.  Featuring four nights of screenings and one full day of presentations, the program will examine a wide range of medical images.  By bringing together scholars, filmmakers, archivists and medical professionals, the symposium will engage disparate points of view on this rarely screened material.

Individual events will take place at film and medical venues around Philadelphia, including International House, Pennsylvania Hospital, The College of Physicians of Philadelphia, and Moore College of Art.  Each night’s screening will explore a different category of medical film - Hollywood, experimental, surgical and educational - and will demonstrate the wide variety of medical images.  Throughout media history, the human body and medical experience have remained sources of inspiration and fascination.  The screenings and presentations will complement each other and illuminate this rare material as well as the motives for production.

The opening film, A MAN TO REMEMBER, depicts medical care during a public health crisis in 1930s small town America.  The second night’s screening, curated by experimental filmmaker Barbara Hammer, features short experimental films wrestling with the implications of disease and medical imaging technology.  The third night’s screening will be an expanded cinema event - including surgical films - at Pennsylvania Hospital’s extant 19th century surgical amphitheater.  The final night’s screening is devoted to teaching and educational films and will occur in collaboration with Philadelphia’s Secret Cinema.  

The symposium presentations will take place at The College of Physicians of Philadelphia on Saturday, January 23.  The presentations will offer context for understanding the screenings; they will approach the material through different models and lenses. Presenters will investigate the historical, ethical and aesthetic dimensions of this unique material.  The diverse roster of presenters includes historians, filmmakers, archivists, and medical professionals.  

For more information, please visit www.medicalfilmsymposium.com or email info@medicalfilmsymposium.com.

This program has been supported in part by the Pennsylvania Humanities Council and the National Endowment for the Humanities' We the People initiative on American History.
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CONTACT: Joanna Poses, Community Screen
EMAIL: info@medicalfilmsymposium.com
PHONE: (215) 756-1369

DATE: December 20, 2009

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

WHAT
The Medical Film Symposium will take place in Philadelphia, PA from January 20-23, 2010.  Featuring four nights of screenings and one full day of presentations, the program will examine a wide range of medical images.  By bringing together scholars, filmmakers, archivists and medical professionals, the symposium will engage disparate points of view on this rarely screened material.
WHEN/WHERE
Wednesday, January 20, 2010 at 7:00 p.m.





International House, 3701 Chestnut St.




Thursday, January 21, 2010 at 7:00 p.m.





International House, 3701 Chestnut St.




Friday, January 22, 2010 at 8:00 p.m.





Pennsylvania Hospital, 800 Spruce St. 




Saturday, January 23, 2010 at 9:00 a.m.





The College of Physicians of Philadelphia , 19 S. 22nd St.




Saturday, January 23, 2010 at 8:00 p.m.





Moore College of Art & Design, 20th St. and the Parkway

TICKETS/INFO
www.medicalfilmsymposium.com
